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Mission Statement
The Mission of Westabou Montessori School (WMS) is to increase access to world class
Montessori education for families most in need.

Our Values
Respect, Rigor, Curiosity, Independence, Inclusivity, Diversity, and Joy

Our Vision
●
●

●

●

●

●

We are a transformative community for young children, where they actively
engage their bodies, minds, and wills to become the best versions of themselves.
We are a diverse community. We are intentionally inclusive with respect to ethnic
background, socio-economic status, capacity, beliefs, and family composition. We
try to balance our classrooms with respect to age, gender, and capacity to achieve
an environment where each child may develop her/his fullest potential.
We are an empowering community. We foster the capacity of each child to engage
their individual attention toward productive ends, thereby fostering a peaceful
school environment and planting seeds for a more peaceful world.
We respect nature. We spark a love of the natural world through our outdoor
education programs and strive to help each child understand the natural world,
his/her place within it, and to promote awareness and stewardship of resources.
We adhere to high standards for preparation. Our indoor and outdoor
environments are beautifully curated to spark the interest and advance the
development of children throughout the age range of our program. Our materials
are real, of high quality, and meet the pedagogical criteria set by Dr. Maria
Montessori, which have been used worldwide with enormous success for over 100
years.
We adhere to high standards of professionalism. In addition to undergraduate
degrees, our lead guides either hold a diploma from the Association of Montessori
International (AMI) or the American Montessori Society (AMS) for the levels at
which they are teaching.
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School Overview
History and Philosophy
Westabou Montessori School (WMS) was founded in 2016 by Margaret
Strickland, a veteran primary Montessori teacher. Margaret’s vision was to
create a world-class Montessori school that provided access to quality
education programs for low-income students. She founded her Children’s
House in St. Luke United Methodist Church (St. Luke UMC) in the heart of
Harrisburg, a neighborhood plagued by food scarcity, low educational
attainment, high unemployment rates, and high rates of student dropouts. In
December 2016, St. Luke UMC caught fire and the 160-year-old sanctuary was
completely destroyed.
For the next 18 months of renovation, WMS was relocated to the now-defunct
Icebox Urban Farm, a shared space that served as a hub for homeschool
families, a small business incubator for local farmers, a community kitchen,
and Augusta Locally Grown’s neighborhood outreach programs. In this space,
WMS grew quickly with a strong emphasis on farming and nutrition and the
addition of an elementary program.
In 2019, WMS moved back into the newly-renovated space at St. Luke UMC with
three-fold enrollment. Since then, we have expanded our garden and food
programs, as well as our elementary program. We are currently building a
toddler program and planning to grow into a new future campus where we will
serve ages infant through adolescent.
Our philosophy of education is based on the work and methods of Dr. Maria
Montessori, an Italian physician and engineer who founded her first school in
Rome in 1907. She studied children through observation and pioneered a
method of education that is based on the way children’s brains learn. Her
philosophy of education was to cultivate the child’s natural desire to learn on
their own, and to foster independence, self-motivation, curiosity, freedom, and
joy.
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Campus and Classrooms
Our school is located inside of St. Luke United Methodist Church (St. Luke
UMC). Although we are not religiously affiliated, we enjoy a shared goal of
helping neighborhood children and families to access quality, world-class
education programs.
We currently have a toddler classroom (age 2), two Children’s House
classrooms that serve ages 3-6, a Lower Elementary classroom that serves ages
6-9, an Upper Elementary classroom that serves ages 9-12, and an Adolescent
Program that serves ages 12-15.

Curriculum and Teachers
All of our programs are based on the highest standards of AMI and AMS
standard Montessori curriculums which emphasize respect for the child,
freedom within limits, and independence. Our teachers are highly trained with
(at minimum) bachelor’s degrees and Montessori certificates at the level at
which they teach. Additionally, every staff member receives training in
trauma-sensitive approaches to education, positive discipline strategies, first
aid/cpr, and recognizing and preventing child abuse.

Family Commitment
Families are just as important to a child’s education as their school, and we
encourage families to be part of the Montessori movement. We hope for
families to learn more about the Montessori method, philosophy, and practices
so we can support learners at home and school for best outcomes.
We hope and trust that families will commit to more than just the three-year
cycle of education at each level, but also to be an integral part of their child’s
education by communicating with teachers, volunteering at school,
participating in committees, assisting with special events, or supporting the
school in other ways.
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Governance
Westabou Montessori School is a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit organization in
Augusta, Georgia. The Board of Trustees is responsible for the financial, legal,
strategic planning, and policy issues of the school. The Head of School is an
ex-officio (nonvoting) member of the Board and is in charge of the daily
operations of the school. There are several committees of the Board, including a
parent advisory committee, a medical advisory committee, a strategic planning
committee, and an education committee. Board members serve staggered
three-year terms. Meetings are held monthly, and minutes are kept on file in
the WMS main office and are available upon request.
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Admissions and Enrollment
Admissions Guidelines
Families considering enrollment at WMS must have children who turn 3 by
September 30 and they must be potty trained to join our Children’s House.
Toddlers (age 2) will learn potty training as part of their class. All classes are
multi-age and we strive to balance classrooms with respect to age and gender.
Our school celebrates inclusivity and is open to all children regardless of race,
sex, religion or creed, national origin, ancestry, ethnicity, handicap, family
makeup or sexual orientation.

Admission Process
Tour and Observation: All families interested in enrolling are encouraged to
tour our school and observe our classrooms (This may be impossible during
COVID). This is not required, but is helpful for parents to learn more about what
to expect in a Montessori classroom.
Application: All families are required to submit an application for admissions
with a nonrefundable $55 application fee to the Program Administrator. If you
are concerned about tuition, we invite you to fill out a financial aid application.
Once this is processed, we will contact you about next steps.
Student Visit: We will call all applicants to set up a time for a Visit Day with
their teacher. This visit is to determine readiness for younger students, and for
older students to meet their teacher and get familiarized with the classroom
and teacher. Elementary children will typically visit and spend half a day in the
classroom, while younger students will spend an hour or less visiting.
Enrollment: The school will notify you within ten days of your visit if you are
offered an enrollment contract. If so, we will send you an enrollment contract
with our school calendar. Families need to return a signed contract with a $500
New Family Fee* within ten days to secure their spot. If you apply but there are
no openings, your child will be placed on a waiting list until a spot opens up.
* This policy is under review.
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Student Success
Montessori environments often elicit the natural tendencies of the child to be
curious, self-driven learners. But occasionally, a Montessori environment is
not the right fit for a child. WMS is committed to helping children succeed at
school, and if a child is struggling, we will work with families to find any
number of supports that may help a student “settle” and find success in a
Montessori environment. If this happens, communication between families and
teachers is crucial for helping a child who is struggling.
If a student is still struggling after 6-8 weeks, the teacher and administrator
will invite families in for a conference to discuss next steps, which may include
recommending alternative environments that may be a better fit for your
family. We firmly believe that all children learn differently and are committed
to best outcomes for children, whether that is with us or not. Children’s
well-being is our first priority.
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Withdrawal
Maintaining a safe and peaceful learning environment is essential to allowing
children to develop at their full potential. If your child is excessively disruptive
or hurtful to other students, we will work with families to find solutions to
address problem behaviors, including seeking professional assistance.
If this happens, teachers will notify the Head of School and they will work as a
team to observe, respond, and document the situation so that they can meet
with parents and develop a plan to help the child. If the school recommends
seeking professional assistance, parents are expected to respond in a timely
manner to acquire services the child may need to succeed.
The school (including the teacher, Head of School, and any other participants)
will create a written plan of support and intervention that will be shared with
parents so they can work as a team to assist the student.
If there comes a time where supports are not obtained or a student is still
struggling to a degree that seems harmful to the child or the rest of the
classroom, the school will give the family a date in which the child will be
withdrawn and they will need to seek other educational options for their child.
If a child is withdrawn, tuition will be prorated based on the date of withdrawal
and families will receive a refund of any overpaid balance. The school will retain
any deposit or fees. The school maintains all student records for seven years
and a copy will be forwarded to their next educational institution upon request
as long as they are in good financial standing with the school and not in arrears.
Other Reasons for Withdrawal:
The school operates on the tuition and fees paid for a service. If a family has not
paid tuition in 60 days or more, the school reserves the right to withdraw a
student until their balance is up-to-date. Written notice to withdraw a child
will be made at least 30 days in advance.
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Programs and Tuition
Tuition for each of our programs is as follows:
Toddler Thyme Half Day (8:15-12):
Children’s House Half Day (8:15-12):
Children’s House Extended Day (8:15-3):
Elementary 1st-6th Grades (8:15-3:15):
Adolescent 7-8th Grades (8:15-3:15):

$7,500
$6,500
$8,000
$10,000
$10,000

Tuition can be paid in one lump sum at the start of the year or in ten monthly
payments, July through April. Financial assistance is available on a limited
basis annually. Inquire in the office for more information.
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School Policies
School Hours
The school is open Monday through Friday from 8-4. We are open from August
10th through June 3rd this school year. We do not have a summer program.
Toddler and Children’s House half day program (ages 3-4) 8:15-12
Children’s House Extended Day (ages 5-6)
8:15-3
Elementary (ages 6-12) and Adolescent (ages 12-15)
8:15-3:15
All students are expected to be picked up within 15 minutes of the end of their
school program.

Accounting Policies
Monthly Invoices: Families who pay tuition in ten equal payments will receive
an invoice for the next month’s tuition on the 1st of each month. Tuition should
be paid before the 15th of the month. Tuition payments are due every month
July through April in accordance with your signed contract.
Overdue Accounts:
A late fee of $30 will be added to your account if your tuition is paid beyond the
20th of the month it is due. If your account is overdue by more than 60 days, the
school reserves the right to withdraw your child until your account is
up-to-date. Written notice of withdrawal will be given 30 days in advance.

No School/Early Release Days
Our school does not provide any services on days when we have no school for
holidays, inclement weather, or early release for staff development. Please refer
to the school calendar for a complete list.
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Calendar
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Attendance
Regular, punctual attendance is essential for your child to benefit from a
Montessori education. If your child needs to miss school, you must let the office
know before 9 am. If you need to pick up your child early from school, please
make arrangements with your child’s teacher as well as the Program
Administrator. If your child is out because of sickness, please notify the
school. See “Health Policies” section.
Primary Students: Students in our primary program thrive with routine and
regular attendance at school. If you must miss, please contact the school so we
can discuss how to support your child while you are away.
K-6 Students: By law, students in grades K-12 must attend school daily. If you
need to miss school, please contact the school so we can discuss how to support
your child while you are away. If you are planning a vacation, please contact
your teacher to discuss the educational plan and opportunities your child will
enjoy while you are gone.

Arrival and Dismissal
Drop off is from 8:15-8:30 for all students. Any arrival after the gate is closed is
considered a late arrival.
Carpool Lane:
If you arrive before the gate is open, please line up in the carpool lane on Ellis
Street. The carpool lane allows two cars at a time for drop off. Please follow the
directions of the staff members at the drop off. When it is your turn for drop off,
please park your car and leave your vehicle running. A staff member will open
your door and unlatch your child, help them out of the car, and assist them as
they walk away. Please do not get out of your car. Do not drive away until you
are directed by staff that it is safe for you to drive.
If you would like to assist your child out of the car, or if you have items to bring
in that your child cannot carry, please park in the parking lot, help your child
exit, and walk them to the front door to an assistant while holding their hand.
If you have items to drop off, please bring them to the front door after your
child is safely in the building.
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For everyone, we want to remind you ANYTIME YOU ARE DRIVING ON
CAMPUS, PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY AND SLOWLY. It is our shared responsibility
to keep every child on campus safe, and that begins in our parking lot.
Pickup:
Half Day (2-4 year olds) students dismiss at 12. Extended Day (5-6 year olds)
students dismiss at 3. Elementary and Adolescent (6-15 years old) students
dismiss at 3:15. All students are expected to be picked up within 15 minutes of
dismissal or parents will be considered late.
Please park and wait for your child’s teacher to open the front door for
dismissal. Parents must walk to the front door to pick up their child. Children
are not allowed to walk across the parking lot alone to your car. Once your
child is secured in your car, please be careful exiting the parking lot.
Only people who are on your “authorized pickup” list will be allowed to pick up
your child.

Late Arrival/Early Pickup/Late Pickup
It is important that your child arrives at school on time. It is disruptive to the
class and teacher, and children often struggle when their routine is off. If you
must arrive late, please contact the school so we can prepare. If you need to pick
up your child early for pickup, please let the school know so we can assure that
someone is available. If you are going to be late picking up your child, please
contact the school to make arrangements. We do not have aftercare. Excessive
or extremely late pickups will result in families being charged $15 every 15
minutes beyond dismissal to your account.

School Closings
In the event of a school closing, we generally follow Richmond County School
System for inclement weather. We use our Facebook page, Seesaw, email and
text to contact parents quickly so they can make arrangements.
In the event of closing due to COVID, please wait for instructions from your
child’s teacher or administration about what your classroom will be doing. See
“Health Policies” for more information.
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Health Policies
A.

Immunizations
Georgia law requires all students entering school to be fully vaccinated. There
are two exemptions accepted in Georgia, medical and religious exemption. For
more information on immunizations and exemptions, go here:
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages
/immunization.aspx
WMS follows the Georgia law requiring all students to be vaccinated upon
entering school unless they file for an exemption and give us a copy of their
exemption form to keep in their file.
In regard to the COVID vaccine, all of our students and staff are now eligible for
COVID-19 vaccination. Staff are offered access to the vaccine, but we respect
staff privacy and do not ask or disclose vaccination status. Parents may submit
proof of vaccination for their children, but will not be asked or required to do so
by the school.

B.

Illness
WMS reserves the right to send students home if they have any symptoms of
illness. This includes fever of greater than 99 degrees, excessive sleepiness,
vomiting or diarrhea within 24 hours, or cold-like symptoms (sore throat,
cough, or runny nose) severe enough to limit the child's ability to concentrate
and learn.
If your child has any communicable disease such as COVID, mumps, strep,
chicken pox, hepatitis, pneumonia, measles, rubella, scarlet fever, scabies,
pertussis, haemophilus/influenza type b, encephalitis or meningitis, you must
report this to the school office.
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C.

Handwashing
All students and staff wash their hands upon arrival at school, as well as before
eating, after sneezing or touching bodily fluids, and after recess.

D.

Handling Body Fluids
All staff are trained in first aid and universal cleaning procedures to prevent
contamination by body fluids.

E.

Infection Control
If a child becomes sick or shows signs of infection at school, we will
immediately call their parents to pick them up. Staff members will sanitize
anything the child may have touched using disposable paper products. The
child will be removed from the classroom and into the office to wait for their
parents to pick them up. In the case of medical conditions that require
additional response, we follow the guidance of our medical advisory committee.

F.

Medication Administration
If your child needs to be administered medication at school, you are required to
fill out an authorization form in the office giving the school permission to give
your child the medication. Please bring the medicine to the office or give it to
an adult. DO NOT send it in your child’s bag or lunch box. The medication must
be in the original packaging or prescription container.

G.

COVID Policies

Masks are no longer required on an everyday basis as a protection measure for
COVID-19. WMS reserves the right to reinstitute masking requirements during times
of high COVID-19 community level. Additionally, masks continue to be required in
certain cases such as after COVID infection or exposure.
If your child has COVID, please notify the school and keep your child home.
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Children with COVID may return to school if symptoms are gone after 10 days
unmasked or after 5 days with a properly fitting mask. Please note that this means no
earlier than day #6 of infection.
Children who have significant COVID exposure (especially siblings or family
members) may return to school when the CDC's quarantine and isolation calculator
says it is safe to do so
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html
# . Testing is recommended but not required for return to school.
If COVID exposure occurs at school, please follow staff instructions regarding safe
return to school. The school follows local health department recommendations and
thus may require masking and/or proof of vaccination in order to return more quickly
after an exposure. If desired, parents may voluntarily choose to submit their child’s
proof of up-to-date vaccination but will never be required to do so.
Because infection control and keeping our school open are dependent on the above
measures, disregard for COVID policies (including masking if reinstated or requested)
will result in possible withdrawal from the program.

Child Safety Policies
A.

Parent Notifications
Parents and/or their authorized emergency contacts will be notified
immediately of any accident, illness, or injury. Behavioral issues will be
discussed with parents as needed.

B.

Child Abuse and Neglect
WMS will not tolerate any form of abuse toward children. As mandated
reporters, all of our staff and volunteers receive annual training on how to
recognize, prevent, and report all forms of child abuse. If we have reasonable
cause to believe that one of our students have been abused, we are required by
law to make a report within 24 hours to our local DFCS office or law
enforcement and are subject to criminal penalty for failing to do so.
If you suspect that a child you know is being abused, you can report it by calling
1-855-GACHILD.
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C.

Employee Screening
All WMS employees and volunteers are required to undergo an FBI criminal
background check before working with or being around children.

D.

Building Security and Emergencies
During the school day, all gates and outside doors remain locked. WMS
conducts monthly safety and fire drills in keeping with Georgia law. All staff
members are trained in emergency procedures.
In the event of an emergency, parents will be contacted immediately via phone,
seesaw, text, or email.

E.

Visitors
We welcome and encourage people to visit and learn at our school. If
community infection rates are high, we may limit visitors to campus to only
necessary visitors.

F.

Harassment
Bullying and harassment of students, teachers, or staff of any kind will not be
tolerated. School should be a place free of cruelty, violence, or harm. The school
will take appropriate action against any person, child or adult, who
demonstrates cruel or dangerous behavior toward others while on campus.

G.

Weapons
WMS is a place of peace, and weapons of all kinds are not allowed on campus.
Students in our classes do not play with “pretend weapons,” either, except as
part of appropriate dramatic play, and teachers model peaceful conflict
resolution with students.
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H.

Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco Use
In connection with our mission to provide a healthy and safe learning
environment, WMS forbids all forms of drug, alcohol or tobacco use on campus,
including during special events.

Communication
A great education begins with great communication between families and the
school. This year, we are working toward doing a better job of using electronic
communication between the school and parents.

A.

School Calendar
Our school website (www.westaboumontessori.org) has our school calendar
available. We invite parents to submit events to teachers to add to our calendar
to create a community between families.

B.

Voicemail
Our school voicemail is checked daily Monday through Friday by our Program
Administrator or Administrative Assistant. If messages are sent after hours or
on weekends, there may be a delay in response.

C.

Email
The school’s email is westaboumontessori@gmail.com. The Head of School and
Program Administrator regularly check this email. Teachers have their own
email for their classrooms and DO NOT check email during the school day. If
you have something for the teacher that needs immediate attention, please
message the Program Administrator.
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D.

Website
The school’s website is www.westaboumontessori.org. Here you can find
updates, the annual and monthly calendars, the parent handbook and more.

E.

Social Media
In an effort to be more transparent in the community, we are working to be
more responsive on social media. Please “like”and “follow” our Facebook page
and check in often to find out what our different classrooms are doing. We do
not post children’s faces on social media without express parent permission.

F.

Transparent Classroom and Seesaw
Teachers track lessons and attendance and student progress on Transparent
Classroom. We are also beta testing a new Montessori program called Clever,
which is being built. Because of the limitations of Transparent Classroom,
teachers will be using Seesaw this year to send out announcements, pictures of
children working to parents, documents about upcoming events, etc.
It is crucial for parents to have their up-to-date email address on file for
teachers to communicate with you.

G.

Change of Address
Please contact our Program Administrator or Head of School if you need to
update your address, phone, email, or contact information.
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Clothing and Footwear
A.

Clothing and Extra Items
Children need to bring extra clothing in case of messes, weather, etc. including
socks, underwear, outdoor gear, and masks. Please send clothing in bags
labeled with your child’s name on it, and please label your child’s items if
possible.

B.

Outside Wear
We prepare to go outdoors in all kinds of weather (except inclement), so
children need to be prepared to be in rain, snow, cold, heat, etc. Rain jackets or
gear and rain boots can be stored at school for everyday use. Students should
wear appropriate shoes for play that are easy to put on and take off
independently and can get dirty. Open toed shoes or sandals are not appropriate
for play. On cold days, children may need hats, mittens, scarves, or coats.
Please send clothing for your child appropriate for the weather to school.

C.

Indoor Shoes
Children’s House students use indoor shoes to maintain a quiet and clean
environment in the classroom, and to teach independence and “care of self” as
they transition back and forth between the classroom and outside. Talk to your
child’s teacher if you need help finding appropriate indoor shoes for your child.
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Nutrition
Nutrition is important for growing brains, and in a neighborhood that is in the
middle of a food desert, food scarcity is a concern for many children and
families. WMS is committed to the health and well being of students and their
families, and nutrition is a big part of that. If children are hungry at school,
they eat whenever they need.
In our school, 70% of everything the children eat in our food programs come
from our child-led school garden. Students may opt-in to our breakfast and
snack programs for free, and lunch programs for a low fee. Students who bring
lunch from home need to also be mindful of healthy nutrition. We do not allow
students to eat candy, sweet treats, sodas or to have fast food delivered or
brought in for lunch. Talk to your child’s teacher if you have questions about
nutrition.

H.

Lunches
Our school offers a garden-based, organic lunch program for all students ages 5
and up who stay the full day. 70% of everything students eat in school comes
from our child-led school garden. We serve meat twice weekly (Tuesday and
Thursday) with a vegetarian option, and all our meat is sourced from humane
local farmers from the Augusta Locally Grown network. School menus are
seasonal and based on the current harvest and menus go out every other week.
Payment is due every two weeks and must be paid the Friday before the newest
menu opens.
Parents who choose to send lunch or snacks to school need to send nutritional
foods that children can open themselves and eat easily. Lunch boxes will be
returned each day for washing. Research shows that the best foods for children
are a balance of fruits, vegetables, proteins, and grains. Whole foods (not
processed) like fruits, vegetables, beans, and grains are great choices. We teach
older students to read nutrition labels. It is good for older students to pack their
own lunches in leak-free containers. In Children’s House, make sure to pack
children’s lunches in containers they can open themselves. Please also send a
water bottle and silverware (if needed) with your child. Please do not send
sweets, desserts, candy, or sodas to school.
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I.

Snacks
Generally, students eat whole fruit or vegetables or prepare snacks daily from
ingredients they harvest from the garden. Students learn counting, serving,
table setting, cleaning, socialization, and food preparation as part of snack time
in class. We also plant foods children can eat directly from the garden (like
peas) so they have ample opportunity to eat and be involved in farm-to-table
fashion.

Sleep and Quiet Time
All the children in our school are growing and developing at different rates.
Sometimes that takes a lot of energy. If children need to sleep, then they get to
sleep in school. If a child is sick, we send them home, but if a child is sleepy
because they couldn’t sleep at night or because they are growing or because
their allergy meds make them tired, they get to sleep. This is a normal part of
child development.
Similarly, children sometimes need quiet time. Children don’t always want to
participate in activities. If children want to take quiet time away, they can do
that. They also have areas in each class where they can choose to be alone if
they want (this is not “time out;” this is a child’s choice to be alone). Children
are people and we respect their need for privacy, security, and serenity.

Outdoor Play
Children in our school play outside nearly every day. Outdoor play helps
children build coordination, balance, proprioceptive senses, social skills,
problem solving skills, and physical prowess. All of these things contribute to
children’s ability to learn and grow. We encourage exploration of the natural
world by providing a mostly natural play space where children build with sticks,
mulch, leaves, and things they find. We discourage “weapon play,” but
encourage conflict resolution, sports, imaginative play, and cooperative games.
Children in our school take risks, like climbing trees and jumping from
platforms. Children who are allowed to take risks develop stronger bones and
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ligaments, and have a healthy understanding of their own limits. This leads to
kids who get hurt less, and who are stronger and wiser. We supervise children
closely and do not allow risk-taking that would lead to severe injury.

Personal Possessions
Children love to bring special things to school, like special things they find or
collect. We encourage children to share their lives and finds with us, but there
are certain items that are distractions that we prefer not to come to school.
Please do not let children bring cellphones, tablets, toys or other electronic
devices to school. Likewise, please do not allow children to bring valuable or
precious items to school that may get damaged or lost. Please label your child’s
things so we can identify them easily and make sure all personal possessions go
home with you.

Potty Training Policy
Toddlers are learning potty training and they practice daily. All students in
Children’s House must be completely potty trained. The only exceptions are for
children with special needs, physical disability, or for short-term issues
relating to trauma or illness. These situations will be on a case-by-case basis.
Talk to your child’s teacher if this is an issue you worry about.

Babysitting
We ask all of our teachers and staff NOT to babysit students at our school
during outside hours. Please do not ask a teacher or staff member to babysit for
your children. You may get to know students in our adolescent program who
are interested in babysitting, or you may network with other parents to find
babysitting options.

Child Custody Issues
WMS aims to support families, and sometimes that means during a family
crisis or separation. In these instances, WMS will remain a neutral party that
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provides school communication and school records to both parties. We
encourage parents to come to parent teacher conferences together, but will
schedule separate conferences if you prefer.
The exception to this is if there is a court order limiting access to one parent or
allegations/charges of abuse that are pending.

Academic Readiness
Academic readiness in Children’s House is inferred; children at three are ready
to learn! We do not pressure children to learn or reach academic milestones; we
support children so that they manifest in their own time when the child is
ready. When children transition from Children’s House to elementary or
elementary to adolescent, the teachers at all levels pay careful attention to their
developmental milestones, or “second plane/third plane characteristics.”
Children often have several “visit days” to see if they are ready to move up. The
decision to move a child from Children’s House to Elementary or Elementary to
Adolescent Program is a decision made between the teachers, the child, and the
family, one that is based very little on academic readiness and quite a bit on
developmental readiness.

Special Services
Occasionally, some students may need additional services to succeed. When
students experience challenges that may indicate the need for testing for
special education, we work with families to find resources, referrals, etc. to
support their children. The school does not provide special education services,
but does have a great relationship with providers so that families can navigate
that process. Please communicate with the school and your child’s teacher if
you suspect that your child may need additional services.

Trauma-Sensitive School
WMS is committed to being a trauma-sensitive school, which means that all of
our staff members are trained in recognizing and responding to trauma
symptoms in children, and how we can support children who may be dealing
with trauma while they are in school. Additionally, WMS policies and
procedures reflect a commitment to trauma-informed care of students.
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For more information about Trauma Sensitive Schools, go here:
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/trauma-sensitive-schools-training-pac
kage

Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
Parents have a right to:
● Inspect and review the student’s educational records.
● Seek amendment to the student’s educational records that the parent
believes to be inaccurate, misleading or otherwise in violation of the
student’s privacy rights.
● Consent to the disclosure of personally identifiable information
contained in a student’s educational records.
● File a complaint with the Family Policy Compliance Office, U.S.
Department of Education, Washington, D.C. 20202-4605

Parent Notification of Licensing
Westabou Montessori School is not a licensed child care facility. Our programs
are not required to be licensed by the Georgia Department of Early Child Care
and Learning and are exempt from state licensing requirements.
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Special Events and Programs
I.

New Student Orientation
We have staggered starts for the first days of school so that new
children can get oriented to their space and feel comfortable in the
environment. We also have visit days for new students, as well as a
few hours of orientation before the first day of school for all
students returning from summer break.

II.

Parent Education
We want all parents to understand and be part of the Montessori
movement. This year we have planned several parent education
events so that families can learn more about Montessori and how
to support their children as they learn and grow. Some of this
year’s topics include:
● Cosmic Education and Second Plane Characteristics
● Montessori at Home
● Supporting Your Emergent Reader
● Social and Emotional Learning Strategies
● Cooking with Kids

III.

Parent Observation
We love when people want to observe our classrooms. We strive for
our school to be a state-of-the-art learning institution for
teachers in training and people who want to learn about a different
approach to educating children. We invite you to come see what
our school has to offer students!
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IV.

Parent Information Nights
During admission season (January through June), we host parent
information nights for parents interested in enrolling their
child(ren) in our program. When it is safe to do so, this is a great
way for parents to volunteer to help the school! Information nights
are generally Thursday evenings, and they include a brief video, a
tour of our school, and a question and answer session for new
families.

V.

Student Conferences
Student conferences are done very differently in Children’s House
and Elementary, but both are designed to “check in” with parents
and let them see their students’ progress through the year.
Primary conferences are generally between the teacher and the
parent, and the teacher talks to the parents about the child’s
progress and shows them samples of their work. This is a great
time to find out what your child’s special interests or talents are in
school!
Elementary has two kinds of student conferences, individual and
parent conferences.
● For individual conferences, the teacher meets with every
student every 2-3 weeks for a brief check in to see how they
are doing academically, socially, and developmentally. This
is an informal review of recent work and a discussion of
what a student may need next.
● Parent conferences come at the end of the semester and are
student-led presentations of their work that are given to
their own parents. Last year, they set up a “museum” of
group projects, but every year is different.
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In all classes, teachers who are concerned about behaviors, academic
progress, or any other issues may request individual conferences with
parents. These conferences are confidential and students may not
attend. Parents can also request an individual conference with a teacher
or administrator when they have any concerns.

VI.

Open Houses
Twice a year, WMS will host open houses for the public for any
visitors who want to see our school.
During Open House, people get to tour the school and learn about
Montessori philosophy and the mission of WMS. Teachers also
demonstrate some of the Montessori materials and talk about how
classes function. This is another great way to volunteer if you are
interested in helping out!

VII.

Social and Fundraising Events
This year, we will be utilizing our school calendar to plan
parent-led social events off campus. Our goal is to build a
Montessori community of families who support one another and
have great relationships. We encourage you to contact the office or
your child’s teacher to add events to the calendar, and please be
mindful of safety procedures during the pandemic. Examples
include “Riverbanks Zoo Outing with the Nguyen Family” or
“Phinizy Swamp hiking with the Sherrells.”
Students in elementary and the adolescent program host their own
fundraising events periodically. This is student-led and every
penny the children raise goes to their own endeavors, not to the
school. The funds they earn can go toward special projects, group
trips, or charity events, like the spice drive for the soup kitchen.
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VIII.

Field Trips and Going Out
Children’s House may occasionally have in-house “field trips,”
like a visiting goat farmer. They may also have neighborhood
walks (see below) or visits to the firehouse at the end of the street.
The end of year capstone experience for kindergarteners moving
to elementary is planned with the class and Children’s House
teachers. Traditionally, this has been a campout, but this is a
student-led experience held at the end of the year.
Elementary students plan trips occasionally to local parks,
museums, natural spaces, etc. They also have frequent “walking
field trips” along the canal to Lake Olmsted and Rae’s Creek
Aqueduct. We also have a “Going Out” program in elementary that
is an extension of our classroom. This involves small groups of 1-3
students who plan trips into the community to (a) do further
research, (b) participate in a service event, or (c) do a practical
task, like purchasing a new fish for class or food for a special event.
Adolescent students are “learners of the world” and spend time
visiting community resources (library, museums, etc.), meeting
with experts (computer programmer, farmers, architects, etc.) and
exploring hands-on learning opportunities (archaeology dig,
zoology study at the river, theatrical performances, etc.). They also
plan and participate in service projects, community projects, and
civic engagement.
Generally, students should be as independent as possible and we
request for adult chaperones (who all must have background
checks) not be parents. But given our level of COVID risk, we are
requesting students who plan Goings Out to arrange trips with
their parents or family.
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IX.

Neighborhood Walks
Students in our school sometimes go on neighborhood walks with
their class. Sometimes this is to observe plants and animals, or to
have a “peace walk,” or to visit a special neighborhood site (like a
dedication to a newly installed art project). At all times, students
are supervised by adults and qualified chaperones.

X.

Celebrations of Cultural Heritage
Our school celebrates the diversity and beauty of the many
heritages of our community, school, and world. To demonstrate
authentic respect and love for people and their cultures, we do not
appropriate cultures that are not our own by creating class-wide
cultural events (i.e. a school-wide St. Patrick’s Day festival).
Instead, we invite families to visit our classes and share the ways
that your family celebrates your cultural holidays and milestones.
We have had so many beautiful demonstrations of family
celebrations, including Holi, Black History Month, Santa Lucia, Tet
(Lunar) New Year, Kwanzaa, leaving out shoes for St. Nicholas,
Ramadan, medieval weaving demonstrations, etc. If your family
observes any cultural traditions that you would like to share with
our classes, please talk to your child’s teacher to make
arrangements.

XI.

Birthdays
In Children’s House, we celebrate children’s birthdays by inviting
families in to talk about each year of their life as they walk
“around the sun,” sharing pictures and stories with the class. We
do not allow treats to be brought for birthday celebrations.
Traditionally, the children bake bread to share and pass around a
stone to give happy wishes to their friend.
In elementary, students create a “birthday book” for students who
celebrate their birthday, and the birthday child gets to bring a treat
30

for themselves to eat at lunch. We do not share treats or have
whole class birthday foods since some families do not celebrate
birthdays and other children have allergies. Elementary students
also give “ridiculous wishes” to birthday classmates, like “I wish
all your words came out as rainbows.” All students can choose to
opt out of the celebration.
In our adolescent program, students work together to plan and
choose ways to honor birthdays (also optional).

XII.

End of Year Celebration and Graduation
Each classroom has their own end of year celebration. Generally,
Children’s House students have an outdoor water and bubble
celebration. Older students plan their own end-of-year adventure,
like going to the lake for a day of canoeing, swimming, and fishing.
A small “Moving Up” ceremony is held in class for students
moving from Children’s House to elementary, and graduating or
“moving up” 6th graders have a small graduation ceremony with
their families to celebrate the end of their journey with us (and the
beginning of their next journey).
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Guide to the Primary Classroom
I.

Principles of the Classroom
The Children’s House program is designed to encourage independence,
and they learn through exploration and experience. We work to foster
the growth and development of the whole child instead of just focusing
on academics. This is a multi-age classroom where children often learn
from one another, and the teacher presents individual or small group
lessons.

II.

The Three Year Cycle
Maria Montessori observed that children age 3-6 have “sensitive
periods” where they learn language acquisition, where they learn
sensorially, and where they easily understand mathematics. Children at
this age develop on their own trajectory, but there are specific
characteristics for each stage. Montessori classrooms have a 3-year cycle
where children first build their fine motor and sensorial skills, then use
hands-on materials to move from concrete to abstract thinking. This
process culminates in the third year when students begin pre-reading or
reading and getting ready for elementary school. For children to get the
best benefit, it is important for them to attend for the full three years.
This also allows families to create a community of support so children
can learn and grow together in their whole lives.
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III.

Curriculum
Montessori classrooms are based on exploration of the natural world,
and are filled with hands-on, inspiring materials. These are the basic
areas of the curriculum:

A. Practical Life
This area is where children learn basic skills that improve their
independence, like dressing themselves, pouring water, cleaning
messes, sewing, etc. This also helps to develop fine motor skills
that prepare them for writing.

B. Sensorial Exercises
Children use sensorial materials to define their senses of touch,
smell, sight, sound, and taste. These materials help to prepare the
brain for mathematics and their ability to understand dimensions,
shapes, colors, and quantity.

C. Language
In the Children’s House, children first learn the language around
them. Then, they learn the sounds of the words they know (not the
letter names), followed by a journey into cursive writing. This
process culminates into children’s ability to read and write with a
basic understanding of conventional grammar.

D.Mathematics
All children have a mathematical mind, and are doing math
intuitively. But the curriculum materials begin with an exploration
of quantity and symbol and build skills such as operations, skip
counting (beginning multiplication), numeration, place value, and
an understanding of basic geometry.

E. Science
This is a revolving set of materials based on the interests of the
class. This often includes things the children observe about their
world, such as types of leaves, bugs in the garden, seasons and
weather, and states of matter.

F. Geography and Cultural Studies
We begin our exploration of geography with a basic understanding
of the world and the continents, and include studies of the people,
animals, flags, and culture of our world.
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G.Peace and Conflict Resolution
This area promotes social and emotional growth and includes
activities for emotional regulation, self-calming strategies, and
tools to use for conflict resolution with other students. Conflict
resolution is modeled by teachers until they can do it
independently.

IV.

Extended Day
We follow the Bright From the Start regulations on exempt
organizations, which only allows children five years of age and older to
stay longer than four hours. In a traditional school, this is a child’s
Kindergarten year. Extended Day students eat lunch and enjoy extra
hours of educational programming. Since these students are
transitioning to second plane, they start doing group projects and
working more with their friends.

V.

Typical Day
A typical day in a Children’s House classroom includes two work cycles.
Our morning work cycle includes all students age 3-6 and involves
mostly individual lessons. Children have freedom to move about the
room choosing the lessons they want to work on. Children enjoy a small
snack mid-day. The morning work session ends with a large group
meeting with songs, games and reading, followed by recess and
dismissal at noon.
Our afternoon work session begins with lunch, where children learn
table manners, place settings and food preparation. After lunch, we do
yoga, meditation or gross motor activities, followed by small group and
individual lessons.
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VI.

Positive Approaches to Discipline
Like all of WMS classrooms, Children’s House teachers use positive
discipline strategies to help children emotionally regulate and feel
supported and loved at school. We do not use punishment as a way of
teaching children.
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Elementary Program
I.

Curriculum
The elementary curriculum is called “Cosmic Education,” and
encompasses all the magic and glory of the cosmos. It celebrates the
natural world and encourages curiosity and “deep dive” explorations
into student interests. Students learn in a multi-age classroom (ages
6-12) using a multi-disciplinary approach to learning that creates a vast
web of knowledge for children. Each curriculum area is introduced with
what we call “Great Stories,” impressionistic tales that pique children’s
curiosity and wonder. Students follow their interests and teachers (or
“Guides”) give them lessons along the way so that they keep learning to
their maximum potential.
These are the areas of our elementary classroom:
● Language
● Biology (botany and zoology)
● Geography (cultural and physical)
● Art
● History
● Mathematics
● Geometry
● Music
● Intermediate Science (anatomy and microbiology)
Students in elementary are also encouraged to learn a variety of skills
related to care of the environment, care of self, care of plants and
animals, and care of each other. Older students serve as mentors to
younger students, and younger students look to older students as guides
and helpmates. Students also learn a variety of handcrafts, including
sewing, crocheting, knitting, weaving, spinning, felting, origami,
pottery, whittling, cooking, and drawing. These serve to stimulate the
brain and develop critical thinking, creativity, fine motor skills, and
attention to detail.
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II.

Freedom and Discipline
The Montessori elementary environment operates on the tenets of
freedom and discipline, which go hand in hand. By discipline, we mean
the child’s inner-drive and ability to demonstrate control of self, control
of movement, the ability to enjoy delayed gratification, and sustained
attention and concentration. Children develop this through repetition,
perseverance after failure, and a healthy work ethic.
With great discipline, the child enjoys great freedom. Freedom for the
child means higher levels of responsibility, fewer limits with materials,
greater chances for exploration, and fewer limits with experimentation.
A child who demonstrates great responsibility and discipline is more
likely to embark on big adventures, bigger and bolder projects, and have
higher ambitions. Likewise, a child who has not yet developed a high
level of discipline feels overwhelmed by too much freedom and needs
limits to feel secure and complete projects with success and a feeling of
achievement. Students who are developing discipline thrive with rules
and knowing their limits, and with repetition and practice so that their
skills and confidence increase.
It is the job of the teacher to observe readiness and to help the child build
internal discipline so that they can enjoy greater freedoms, and it is the
job of the child to seek out freedom by training their mind to be
disciplined, strong, and capable of great work.

III.

Second Plane Characteristics
When children are ready to come to elementary, they tend to exhibit
specific traits that indicate that their body and brain are growing and
becoming ready for the elementary environment and materials. We will
have parent education events discussing this, but some of the indicators
we look for as we prepare to transition students are loose or lost teeth,
falling out of chairs, increased social need, increased imaginative play,
cooperative gameplay, rough and tumble play without crying, interest in
self-expression through dress and jewelry or hair ornamentation, need
for social justice, sneaking around adults, and secret languages. Children
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who exhibit these traits are growing strong imaginations, strong
friendships, and strong attitudes...and they are ready for elementary!

IV.

Keeping Track of Work
Children keep track of their work in 2-inch, 3-ring binders that are
divided by subject area. Students are in charge of their education, and are
responsible for keeping track of their work and organizing it so that they
can demonstrate what they have learned and how they have progressed.
Students also keep a composition book that they use as a multimedia art
and work journal. Teachers have conferences with students every 2-3
weeks to check in on students’ progress and to make sure they are giving
attention equally to all of their subjects and progressing as expected.
Additionally, teachers keep track of all lessons children are given by
using hand recording, Transparent Classroom, or other recordkeeping
methods (such as Orton-Gillingham assessments) so that children’s
progress is continually tracked for lesson planning and assessment.

V.

Testing and Assessment
WMS does not generally participate in standardized testing, just as most
quality Montessori programs do not administer tests to students. We do,
however, test and assess students for basic reading and mathematics
skills in accordance with Title I and Title IV guidelines. These testing
scores are used to inform teachers for planning and to bring to light a
potential need for interventions that may not be apparent otherwise.
These scores are never shared with families and are only used to
establish baseline measurements of progress from beginning to end of
year as established by the Title I and Title IV educational programs.
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VI.

Class Jobs and Responsibilities
The elementary class has an “Employment Agency” that “hires”
students for class jobs on an annual basis. These jobs include class
zoologist, botanist, landscaper, guidance counselor, and more. Jobs are
established by children based on the needs of our school and classroom
and change year to year. Upper elementary (4-6th grades) conduct
interviews for these positions and choose students to serve in these jobs.
Younger students also apprentice with different positions to learn more
about how to care for animals or how to manage the steam lab, etc. For
all students, this is simply a volunteer program and all children can opt
out of doing it.
In addition to class jobs, we also have a rotating system of class chores
that change weekly, including trash, putting away dishes, collecting
books, wiping tables, etc. Chores are done collaboratively in the last part
of the day before dismissal.

VII.

Micro-Economy
Children in elementary enjoy the fruits of their hard-earned labor,
whether it be harvesting squash in the garden or finishing a lego model
of the Titanic. But they especially love when they can make money from
their handcrafts and art. Students have previously had the option to sell
the things they make in a holiday market in the fall, but have requested
to open an Etsy shop this year to sell their handmade creations.
If children choose to embark on this enterprise this year, it will be a
child-led and child-managed program (which they understand). They
will be responsible for managing the budget, logistics, etc. of their
business.
Children have also previously held fundraising dinners, markets, and
hosted a lemonade stand at the farmers market. While COVID
precautions are in effect, we will not be allowing children to participate
in the lemonade stand at the farmer’s market. We will be following the
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advice of the medical advisory board as we plan for any fundraising
events this year.
All monies raised by children during fundraising events are used only for
the elementary program at the discretion of the students. This money is
not used to fund any other school programs or the general operations of
the school. Students may choose to use funds to cover the cost of their
end-of-year trip, to purchase classroom materials on their wish list, or
to contribute to a charitable cause.
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Staff Directory
These are the contacts we would like you to use when you need to contact the
school.
Westabou Montessori Main Line:
westaboumontessori@gmail.com
706-922-9900
www.westaboumontessori.org
Facebook and Instagram
Amanda Stevens, Head of School and Upper Elementary Lead Teacher
amanda.westaboumontessori@gmail.com
Seesaw Account
Cell: 706-424-0255
Judy Heath, Program Administrator
judy.westaboumontessori@gmail.com
Cell: 706-399-3108
Selina Abner, Toddler Thyme Teacher
selina.westaboumontessori@gmail.com
Seesaw Account
Terri Cearley, Children’s House Teacher (Basil Room)
terri.westaboumontessori@gmail.com
Seesaw Account
Children’s House group on Facebook
Emma Richardson, Children’s House Teacher (Sage Room)
emma.westaboumontessori@gmail.com
Seesaw Account
Lauretta George, Lower Elementary Teacher
lauretta.westaboumontessori@gmail.com
Seesaw Account
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Russell George, Adolescent Program Teacher
russell.westaboumontessori@gmail.com
Seesaw Account
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